Repubiic of the Philippines
Department of Education
Region Vi-Western Visayas
DIVISION OF AKLAN
Archbishop G.M. Reyes St., Kalibo, Akian

September 19, 2018

To:  Chief Education Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools Disirict Supervisors
Principals / Head Teacher In-Charge of the District
Heads of Public Elementary / Secondary Schools Concerned

Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Please find aftached DepEd Memorandum, DM-CI-2018-00326 re: Accurate Recording
of Indigenous Peoples (IP) Learners in the Learners Information System (LIS) and Basic
Education Information System (BEIS).

For your information and guidance.

Very fruly yours,

Dr. SALVADOR O. OCHAVO, JR:, CESO VI
Schools Division Superintendent m
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MEMORANDUM
DM- C. 2018. 00 Al

FOR: REGIONAL DIRECTORS
SECRETARY OF DEPED-ARMM
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
PLANNING OFFICERS
IPEd PROGRAM FOCAL PERSONS
SCHOOL HEADS
CLASS ADVISERS

LIS COORDINATORS

FROM: ~ LORNA DIG DINOC
Undersecrelary, Curriculum and instruction

SUBJECT: ACCURATE RECORDING OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ {IP)
LEARNERS IN THE LEARNERS INFORMATION SYSTEM
(LIS} AND BASIC EDUCATION INFORMATION SYSTEM
(BEIS} ,

DATR: 12 September 2018

The Department of Education, through the Planning Service seeks o strengthern
ihe accuracy of recording dala on learners who are members of Indigenots
Peoples {I1) communitices or [P learners i the Learners [nformation System (L1S)
and conscquently, in the learners’ data conselidated i the Basie ducation
Information System (BEIS). it has also been noted that there contindge to bo
misconceptions about the acronym “IP” and questions aboul 1P fearners ihat
need to be clarilied to ensure the accuracy of P leamer’s data.




Relative to this, the following briefer regarding Frequently Asked Questions in
Recording Indigenous Peoples {(IP) Learners is being disseminated to provide
guidance in answering the data fields in the LIS about 1P learners and their

ethnicity,

Field personnel involved in recording LIS data are strongly advised to study the
briefer and disseminate it fo ensure the accuracy of data gathered regarding
1P learncers.

For vour guidance and immediate action.




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS IN RECORDING WHO ARE INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES (IP} LEARNERS

This document intends to provide guidance in noting down learners who are
indigenous Peoples ([Ps) and belong to Indigenous Cultural Commmumties {CCs) as
necded for the Learners Information System (LS) and the Basie Education
Information System (BEIS).

Accarding 1o the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (1PRA) or Republic Act 8371,

Indigenous Peoples {1Ps)/ Indigenous Cuttural Communities (ICCs):
refer Lo a group of people or homogenous societies identified by sclf-ascripiion
and ascription by others, who have covtinuously Jived as organized
community on communally bounded and defined territory, and who have
under claims of ownership since time immemonal, necupied, possessed and
utilized sucl terrifories, sharing common bonds of language, customs,
traditions and olher distinctive culiural iraits, or who have, through
resistance fo political, social and cultural inroads of colonization. non
indigenous religions and cultures, became historically differentiated from the
majority of the Filipinos. ICCs/1Ps shall bkewise include peoples who are
reparded as indigenous on account of their descent from the populations,
which inhabited the country, at the tme of conguest or colonizition, or af the
time of inroads of non-indigenous religions and cultures, or the cstablishment
of present state boundarices, who retain some or all of their own social,
coonomic, cullural and political institutions,  hut who may have been
displaced [rom their traditional domains or who may have resettled ontside
their ancestral domains.

To properly apply this definition and respond to other guerics, this document s
being provided,

What is ethnicity?
Ethnicity refers to the learner’s cultural hackground and roots largely based on
ancestry {c.g., parents, grandparents) and shared cuttural nphringing.

In the Philippine context, there arc ethpicitics or cultural cornmunities that are
considered IPs (c.e.. Avla, Ati, fvatan, Kankanacy, Mandaya. Fhsoli) and there are
ethnicities or cultural communities thai are not considered IPs {e.4.. Toguloy,
Kapampangan, Hocano, Cebuano, Suripaonon, Honggo).

Why is it important to be accurate regarding ethnicity data on IP learners?
Fvery child has the right to an identity and nationality. The vorrect recording of
one's ethnicity is a fundamental aspeet of a learner’s identity. Tt has a bearing on
program implementation and the design of the teaching-learning process because
jessons can be developed in relation to the socio-cultural background of learners.




Is it DepEd who identifies who are IPs?

it is the right of the 1 learners and the 1P communities to idlentify and declare who
is a1 117 while it is she obligation of Deplid to record it accurately in relation o its
cduration nuudate. Deplid personnel should not decide on who are 1o be
considered 10 feamers even if based on data of other agencies. The data of other
apencies shiadl be considered only as a secondary reference: the main soiree of
infarmation is the learner and the commumnity o which the leaner belongs o,

Does IP mean indigent person/pupil/people?

No, 1P stands for Indigenous Peoples, not indigent persons. Indigent is related to
the cconomic status of a person whereas tudigenous Peoples is related 1o the
cultuial dimension ol @ persors {tis possible that an TP is indigent, but not ail IPs
are indigent. in the same way that not all indigent are s,

Are 4Ps beneficiaries IPs?

Not al! 40% heneliciaries are 1Ps and it is also possible that there are [Ps who are
Hol 4Ps beneliciaries, Please do not use the 4Ps list as a primary basis for the
identiflication of 117s,

While DSW I does have a Modified Conditional Cash Transfer {(MCCT) Program
specific for 1Ps, the list of these beneliciaries should niot be used as the 111N
reference in determining the ethaicity or [P identity of learncers.

Can language be used as a reliable basis for determining if the learner is an
p?

No, it is possible for an [P learner not o speak the language of the 1P community
one belongs to due to eircumstanaes (€.g. grew up in an arca where the language
o their 10 community is not spoken). Not speaking the community’s language dies
not mean the 1P learner is not an P anvimore, (€.g., an Avta fearner ratsed 1o
Manila may not anywsore he fluent in the language of the cotmmuity bat the
comniunity considers the chuld as an Ayta and a member of thew communityh

Who are Indigenous Peoples {IPs} in the Philippine context?

[Ps/1COs in the Philippines arc cultural communities that have, in varyoig
deerees, maintained untl today thee way of life, their custoriary governance
systemis, Lheir indigenous Knowledge Systems and Proctices (IKSPs), and cven
spiritual traditions which have been practiced and passed on from oue genieraiion
to unother since the pre-Hispanic times. They also remember, as a communiy,
the specific geographical area in the country which has been the home ol thew
community since time immemaorial.




There are more 1han 100 cultural communities in the country that are considerad
IPs/1CCs. The term [Ps can be used (o refer 1o a person (€. Lhe 1P learner) or to
the enttural conmuity as o whole (g, the Ayta in Zambales are 1Ps) 1 can alsa
he tused as o general term when pertaining Lo a group of people who are of vartous
[P ethnieties,

At the community level, there are viious ferms encountered tha pertain to 19
groups in particuluar regions. In Mindanan, the term himad has been populanzed
as a general term for cultural communities that are considered 1Ps. Please take
note. fumad is not the name of the group or ethnieitv. The ethnicity is the speethe
name of the group fe.g. Tagakaulo, Blaan). [ Filipino-speaking arcas, the termn
katutubo is the equivalent of fumad. Again, katutubo is not the ethniciy.

In the Northern Luzon, a general term being used s 1gorat. Again, Igorel ot the
cthrieity. the cthnicity is Tuwall, Kankanaey, Isnag, to name a few. In Mandoro
island, the general term is Mangyan, the specific name of the group needs 1o be
asked (¢.g., Hanunuo, Buhid, Iraya).

How can we ascertain the IP identity of a learner?

Belore ascertaining if there are P learners in the school or class, 11 will be usciul to
know if there are cases of bullying or discrimination against [Ps in the school or
wider community. I there are such cases, it is possible that some learners
mcluding their parents, will hesitate to reveal their ethnie dentity {e.g., wdentifying
as HNocano or Bisaya instead of their own cultural group). In such cases,
determining elhnicity will have to be done in a sensitive mannet.

Whatever the situation, it is useiul to seek out the assistance of recogrzed
community elders or leaders in the process of ascertaining who of the learners ave
s, As staled in the definition in {PRA, a person may identify to being an W {seli
ascription] but it has be checked with the community itself (ascription by others)
suwee being an TP means having parents and other relatives in that particulary
cultural proun.

tearners will ot be familiar with the ferm “1P” but will most fikely be farnthar with
the specific ethnieiiy or name of the 1P cudtural community n their area

If one of the parents of the learner is an IP and the other is not, is the child
an IP?

Yes, the learner is considered an (0. For as long as the fearner hag 1 ancesity on
cither side of his/her parentage, the learner s considered aun 1"

If the learner does not know that s/he is an IP, what do we do?
Please discuss with the parents and recognized elders or lcaders of the commumty

ite learner hetongs to,




If the learner denies being an IP but community knowledge affirms that the
learner is an IP, will the learner be recorded as an IP?

Yos, the leamer wil] be vecorded as an 112, However, it will be necessary to
widertake cortann steps Lo assure the learner that there is nothing 1o frar i
revealing s /her ethoie identity.

if the learner belongs to an IP group as ascertained by parents and/or the
community the learner belongs to but the learner does not know the
community’s language and cultural practices, will the learner be recorded as
an IP?

Yes, the tearner wall be recorded as an 1P,

For tarther mguuries, please coordinate with vour Division or Regioneat H?

ducadin Foeal Person. You may also commuunicate wiih the 1P Bducation OGiher
HPSEOR {O2033- 7212 and 1pscow dr pedgov pis,




