Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education
Region V! - Western Visayas
DIVISION OF AKLAN
Kalibo, Aklan
March 26, 2019
DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. Ju s. 2019
TO: Public Schools District Supervisors
Heads of Public/Private Secondary and integrated Schools

Outfit Advisors

SUBJECT: AKLAN COUNCIL, BSP SUPPORTS THE EARTH HOUR CELEBRATION

1. The Aklan Council, Boy Scouts of the Philippines encourages all Senior Scouts and Outfit
Advisors to support the 2019 Earth Hour Celebration on March 30, 2019.

2. The program aims to:

¢ Increase the level of awareness among people in the communities and be able to
tackle and adapt to climate change;

s Leam to switch to clean sources of renewable energy;

» Participate to sustainable development in communities,

s Be able to send a clear message to our society to take positive action against
globai warming.

« Comply with the merit badges on Soil and Water Conservation, Ecology, Go
Green and Grow Green.

3. in this connection, you are enjoined to conduct an overnight camp on March 30 — 31, 2019
and to participate in the symbolic Switch-Off Event for the 2018 Earth Hour Celebration

on March 30, 2019 in your own Camp/Schools and conduct a symbolic campfire to start at
8:30 in the evening.

4. Attached is the BSP, National Office Memorandum No. 15 s. 2019 for your reference.
5. Service Credits will be granted for services rendered on Saturday and Sunday.

6. Full support, cooperation and immediate dissemination of this memorandum are desired.

N

DR. smvﬁ 0. OCHAVO, JR., CESO Vi
Schdols Division Superintendent

Division of Aklan
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26 February 2019

NATIONAL OFFICE MEMORANDUM
No. 15 Sesies of 2019

TO

: National Office Directors and Exacutive
Heads of Offices and Operating Units
Regional Scout Directors
Council Scout Executives
Officers-In-Charge
All Others Concerned

SUBJECY BSP SUPPORTS THE 2019 EARTH HOUR CEL EBRATION
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Background and Rationale. Nature not only provides us with all the things we need to live -
from the air we breathe to the water we drink, and from the sheiter we need to the economy we
rety on - but also makes our fives better. However, its growing loss puts this all under threat. For
the past 10 years, people around the world have come together every Earth How to support
efforts to tackie dimate change. And, together, we have created a powerful movement that
helped deliver strong global commitments to tackling this threat. Climate change remains a big
chalienge for us all, But another urgent threat now demands our attention: the loss of nature.
These two combined threats mean we must act - and now.

Aim and Objectives. The event aims to crease the level of awareness among people in the
communities and be able to tackie and adapt to dimate change. Leam to switch to dean sources
of renewable energy, start practicing sustainable development in communities and be abie to
send a clear message to our society to take positive action against global warming.

The Earth Mour is a global grass-roots movement under the World Wildiife Fund
(www.wwf.org) for the pianet to engage massive mainstream community on broad range of
environmental issues. The event is held workiwide towards the end of March annually,
encouraging individuals, communities, households, businesses, government agencies and private
corporations to turn-off their non-essantial lights for one (1) hour as a symbol for their
commitment to save and protect the planet.

Take Action. You ¢an join us and take action. Stouts and Non-Scouts, Youth and Young People
from different groups and association are enjoined to witness the symbolic Switch-Off Event for
the 2019 Earth Hour Celebration on 30 March 2019 at the Circuit Events Grounds, Ayala
Malis, Circult in Makati City from 08:30 to 09:30 PM local time.

We are encouraging all Regional Offices and Local Councils nationwide to plan and organize your

Local Switch Off Event through our Sponsoring Institutions and see to it that Scout Troops, Senior
Scout Outfits and Rover Circles are well informed and aware of this annuat event.

Local Councils within National Capitai Regionh, especially those located near the Switch-Off
Event in Makati City are enjoined to organize Senior Scout Crews and Rover Scout Teams to

witness and participate in the event. There are series of learming sessions and activities refated to
environment education that has been prepared for alf Scouts and participating non-Scouts by the
event organizer including Film Showing, Slogan and Poster Making Contest and Spoken Poelry.
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For information, guidance and widest dissemination of all concerned.
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WWF’s Earth Hour 2019
Campaign Overview

A new role for Earth Hour

L= role jor Carth Hour

Starting as a symbolic lights out event in Sydney in 2007, WWF’s Earth Hour has grown to become the
world's largest grassroots maovement for the envirenment. It's been more successful than we ever
imagined - inspiring individuals, ctommunities, businesses and organizations and reaching more than 180
countries and territories in 2018,

to generate and galvanize attention in a similar way to what was achieved with the 2015 Paris agreement
on climate change. And we need the Earth Hour movement to play a key role.

need urgent action.

Over the past decade, Earth Hour has helped bring ciimate action to the top of the agenda. Now is the
time for us to build on this to treate a broader movement for nature,

A journey to reverse the loss of nature

The journey ta reverse the loss of Nature starts here.

important policy instruments for sustainable development in the year 2020: the Paris Agreement,
Sustainable Development Goals and UN Convention on Biological Diversity {CBD). We need policy makers
to reset the agenda so that by 2030 the loss of nature starts to reverse.

We believe that if people better understand what nature gives them - that it is not a ‘nice to have’ - they
will try harder to protect it. Qur global network is joining together to help connect people to the benefits
and values of nature (and the danger of its loss) - a vital first step in building support for the giobal policy
changes needed to reverse nature lass.
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the importance of biodiversity, which plays a critical role in protecting both people and nature.

‘Nature Matters’

Nature not only provides us with all the things we need to live - from the air we breathe to the water we
drink, and from the shelter we need to the economy we rely on - but also makes our lives better. However,
fts growing loss puts this all under threat. This Earth Hour, join millions around the world to tumn off the
lights and speak up about why nature matters. #Connect2€arth

For the past 10 years, people around the world have come together every Earth Hour to support efforts
to tackle climate change. And, together, we have created a powerful movement that helped deliver strong
global commitments to tackling this threat.

Climate change remains a big challenge for us all. But another urgent threat now demands our attention:
the loss of nature. These two combined threats mean we must act - and now.

No Plastic in Nature initiative

The Philippines is the 3™ biggest plastic polluter of oceans in the world. Single-use plastics (SUPs), which are
used on an average of 7 minutes, take more than 100 years to decompose. Worse, they break up into
smaller pieces called microplastic. These can be ingested by fish, and make it up the food chain to humans.

Inits continuing effort to conserve the environment, the WWF network launched the “No Plastic in Nature
initiative” which aims to stop plastics from entering nature through: efimination of unnecessary plastic;
doubling reuse, recycling and recovery; and ensuring remaining plastic is sourced responsibly by 2030,
Adopting this initiative, WWF — Philippines targets to work on three work streams: (1) cities to push for
local policies and legislations on SUP reduction, recycling, and waste management; (2) businesses through
the Sustainable Journey to eliminate SUPs in the supply chain and to establish a circular economy path;
and (3) general public through the #AyokoNgPlastik movement to spearhead individual actions to reduce
and eventually eradicate singie-use plastics in the country. Together with other vital partners, WWF-
Philippines aims to achieve a iong-term solution to this environmental problem that significantly

contributes to nature loss.

To achieve its goal of eliminating plastic waste in the Philippines by reducing plastic waste leakage in the
oceans by 80 to 100% by December 2030, WWF-Philippines believes that the way to end the plastics crisis
is for the businesses, government, and consumers to work together.
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Creating a Better World with the Boy Scouts of the Philippines

This year, WWF has partnered with the Boy Scouts of the Philippines to further engage the youth in
addressing pressing environmental problems such as the issue of plastic poliution. In line with the “Scout
for SDGs” of the World Organization of the Scout Movement, Earth Hour is the beginning of a partnership
that goes beyond the hour with the goal of creating a better world and 2 future where both nature and
humans thrive.

It ali starts with Earth Hour 2019

WWF’s Earth Hour 2019 is an amazing opportunity for everyone to #Connect2Earth and declare
#AyokoNgPiastik as a way to start changing the planet for the better. As one nation, we can join millions
around the world to switch off the lights and shed a light on the issue of single-use plastics and why we
need to address it to help reverse nature loss. Nature matters and so do our voices. Let’s all raise
awareness and help change mindsets and habits when it comes singie-use plastic usage towards our
ultimate goal of mobilizing public support for legislations on plastic waste management.

For mare about WWF's work in helping to reverse nature loss, visit panda.org/connect2earth.

To engage in conversations on plastics, join facebook.com/groups/ayokongplastik.




